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Wajima Dozo Culture Renovation Center
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A dozo is one of Japan’s traditional architectural structures, which was used during the
Edo Period (1603—1868) to store valuable commodities ranging from rice to gunpowder. In
Wajima, known for its lacquerware, the dozo also provided excellent space for craftsmen to
work with lacquer that requires consistent temperature and humidity. In the aftermath of
the 2007 earthquake in Wajima, the government’s reconstruction plan led to the destruction
of the damaged dozo due to safety concerns as well as the lack of comprehensive support
measures for restoring historical structures such as the dozo. As a result, nearly 600 of them
disappeared from Wajima’s landscape within a year. In response, the Wajima Dozo Culture
Renovation Center initiated a laborious project to preserve the local history by repairing the
damaged dozo. Moreover, the group has innovatively utilized dozo as community space for
educational events and concerts, as well as venues for displaying Wajima's own extraordinary
lacquerware culture. The organization has also initiated a training program for younger
builders to acquire the specific expertise needed to repair the dozo. The research center’s
initiatives successfully made dozo into accessible spaces for local residents to actively appreciate
the region’s traditional inheritance.
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