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Association for the Promotion of Ipponsugi Street
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Noren curtains are the long curtains that sometimes hang in the entrances to restaurants
and traditional Japanese rooms. In Nanao City, Ishikawa Prefecture, the local tradition of
hanayome noren (bride’s noren) dates back to the Edo Period, according to which a special
noren is made for a bride using the traditional kaga yuzen technique. The noren is hung in the
doorway that leads to the butsuma (a small room or vestibule that holds sacred objects) for
the bride to walk through, a ritual that symbolizes that the bride is welcomed into her new
family. The tradition continues today, and beautiful noren are still made for brides, but they
are often stored away without much appreciation outside of the family.

Ipponsugi Street is a commercial district in the city of Nanao that is known for its
traditional Japanese products. The Association for the Promotion of Ipponsugi Street
organizes an annual exhibition displaying hanayome noren in local stores and residences,
which has grown into a major event that attracts large crowds. Every year, around Mother's
Day, approximately 50 businesses and homes on Ipponsugi-dori Street display neatly 150
hanayome noren. The event opens with a traditional bridal procession, and “story telling
booths” are set up and staffed with residents that introduce local culture and lifestyles. The
town also publishes pamphlets that relate residents’ stories about their hanayome noren. In
2007, a special exhibition of hanayome noren was also held in the city of Nagoya.
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