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Mino Washi Akari Art Contest and Exhibition Organizing Committee
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For 1300 years, the Mino region has specialized in the production of washi, a traditional
handmade paper, and it is now one of the three remaining major centers of papermaking in
Japan. Mino washi is made from the bark of mulberry trees, and it is known for its durability
and smoothness as well as its high quality. During the Edo Period (1603-1868), Mino became
prosperous through the production of washi, which is used for a wide range of traditional
objects such as lanterns, fans, scrolls, umbrellas, and shoji doors. At the time, there were
about 5,000 washi production houses in Mino, however, they began to face competition from
machine-made Western paper in the 19th Century, and today only 30 workshops remain.
With population of only 25,000, Mino gives some the impression of a small rural city that
has been left behind by the modern era but in recent years, the city’s residents have sought to
revitalize the mino washi tradition.

| One activity that is carried out in order to promote the use of mino washi is the Mino
Paper “Akari Art” Exhibition (Akari means “light”). Mino washi has long been utilized to
. make traditional paper lanterns because of the distinctive soft glow that it allows to emanate
through, and it was used to create the paper lanterns that inspired Isamu Noguchi’s famous
“Akari” light sculptures when he visited the region in the 1950s.

During the Akari Art Exhibition, the town invites artisans from around the country to
create light sculptures with mino washi, and these delicate creations are then judged on their
artistic beauty. Mino boasts several streets lined with the traditional “udatsu style” homes
that were common in the Edo Period, and the exhibition entries are lined up along these
picturesque streets and illuminated for night-time viewing. The exhibition, which is held
every year in mid-October, has gained a nationwide reputation and it attracts crowds of
visitors from around the country.
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