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Program  

Wednesday, November 16    
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

(17:15 Bus leaves Hotel New Otani The Main, Banquet Floor Entrance  
[Japanese 1st Floor] for The Iikura Guest House) 

18:00–19:30 Reception, hosted by Kenji YAMADA, State Minister for  
Foreign Affairs 

［Venue: The Iikura Guest House］ 

(19:40 Bus leaves The Iikura Guest House for Hotel New Otani) 

Thursday, November 17 
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 (8:55 Bus leaves Hotel New Otani for First Member’s Bldg. of the House of 
Representatives) 

9:30 Opening remarks by the Chairmen 
Eizo KOBAYASHI (Director Emeritus, Itochu Corporation) 
Matthias NASS (Chief International Correspondent, DIE ZEIT) 

9:40–12:30 SESSION I   Current Political and Economic Situation in 
Germany and Japan: Marking One Year in Office 
Amidst the Ukraine Crisis 

CHAIR:  Eizo Kobayashi 
JAPANESE SPEAKER:  Naoya YOSHINO (Chief Political Editor, Nikkei Shimbun) 
GERMAN SPEAKER:  Prof. Dr. Karl-Rudolf KORTE (Professor, Institute of 

Political Science, Duisburg-Essen University) 

 11:00-11:15  Coffee Break 

12:30–13:25 Lunch  

13:30–17:00 SESSION II    German and Japanese Role in Fighting 
Aggressive Authoritarianism, the Crisis of 
Democracy and Global Inflation 

CHAIR:  Matthias Nass 
GERMAN SPEAKER:  Dr. Claudia MAJOR (Head of Research Division, 

International Security, German Institute for International 
and Security Affairs) 

JAPANESE SPEAKER:  Tomiko ICHIKAWA (Director General, The Japan 
Institute of International Affairs) 



 

 

15:00-15:15 Coffee Break 

(17:10 Bus leaves First Member’s Bldg. of the House of Representatives for  
Hotel New Otani) 

(18:10 Bus leaves Hotel New Otani for Ambassador’s residence) 

18:30–20:00 Reception, hosted by Dr. Clemens von Goetze, Ambassador of the 
Federal Republic of Germany in Japan 

 ［Venue: Ambassador’s residence］ 

(20:10 Bus leaves Ambassador’s residence for Hotel New Otani) 

Friday, November 18  
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 (8:55 Bus leaves Hotel New Otani for First Member’s Bldg. of the House of 
Representatives) 

9:30–12:30 SESSION III   Reformulation of Energy Strategy and Possible 
German-Japanese Cooperation: Towards  
Non-Dependence on Russia and 
Decarbonization 

CHAIR:  Eizo Kobayashi  
JAPANESE SPEAKER: Shin HOSAKA (Commissioner, Agency for Natural 

Resources and Energy) 
GERMAN SPEAKER:  Prof. Dr. Peter HENNICKE (German Chairman,  

German Japanese Energy Transition Council)  

 11:00–11:15 Coffee Break 

12:30–13:15 Lunch  

(13:30  Bus leaves First Member’s Bldg. of the House of Representatives for  
Hotel New Otani 

(16:00  Bus leaves for Hotel New Otani for Prime Minister’s Office) 

17:00–17:15   Meeting with Chief Cabinet Secretary Hirokazu MATSUNO 

(17:30  Transfer to Hotel New Otani) 

 
 

END OF THE PROGRAM 



 
 
                                                                      

List of Participants 

[Chairmen] 

小林 栄三 伊藤忠商事株式会社名誉理事 
Eizo KOBAYASHI Director Emeritus, ITOCHU Corporation 

 

マティアス・ナス ディ・ツァイト紙外信局長 
Matthias NASS Chief International Correspondent, Weekly Newspaper DIE ZEIT 

[Japanese Participants] 

遠藤 乾 東京大学法学部教授／日本国際問題研究所客員研究員 
Prof. Dr. Ken ENDO Professor, Faculty of Law, The University of Tokyo; Adjunct Fellow, 

Japan Institute for International Affairs 

藤 康範 株式会社小野測器監査役 
Yasunori FUJI Corporate Auditor, Ono Sokki Co., Ltd. 

玄葉 光一郎 衆議院議員（立憲民主党） 
Koichiro GEMBA Member of the House of Representatives  

(The Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan) 

原田 英一  川崎重工業株式会社常務執行役員・水素戦略本部長 
Dr. Eiichi HARADA Managing Executive Officer/General Manager, Hydrogen Strategy 

Division, Kawasaki Heavy Industries, Ltd. 

保坂 伸 資源エネルギー庁長官 
Shin HOSAKA Commissioner, the Agency for Natural Resources and Energy at the 

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) 

市川 とみ子 公益財団法人日本国際問題研究所所長 
Tomiko ICHIKAWA Director General, The Japan Institute of International Affairs (JIIA) 

稲葉 延雄 リコー経済社会研究所参与 
Nobuo INABA Executive Advisor, Ricoh Institute of Sustainability and Business 

岩間 陽子 政策研究大学院大学教授 
Prof. Dr. Yoko IWAMA Professor, National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) 

柿木 英人 日経メディアプロモーション株式会社代表取締役社長 
Hideto KAKINOKI President/CEO, Nikkei Media Promotion Inc. 

柏 頼之 日本航空株式会社常務執行役員・総合政策センター長 
（秘書・渉外担当） 

Yoriyuki KASHIWAGI Managing Executive Officer, The Policy Management Center, Japan 
Airlines Co., Ltd. 



 
 
                                                                      

加藤 出 東短リサーチ株式会社代表取締役社長兼チーフエコノミスト 
Izuru KATO President & Chief Economist, Totan Research Co., Ltd. 

川村 陶子 成蹊大学文学部国際文化学科教授 
Prof. Dr. Yoko 
KAWAMURA 

Professor, Department of Cross-Cultural Studies,  
Faculty of Humanities, Seikei University 

北岡 伸一 独立行政法人国際協力機構特別顧問 
Dr. Shinichi KITAOKA Special Advisor to the President, Japan International Cooperation 

Agency 

城内 実 衆議院議員（自由民主党） 
Minoru KIUCHI Member of the House of Representatives 

(Liberal Democratic Party) 

小松 万希子 小松ばね工業株式会社代表取締役社長 
Makiko KOMATSU     President and Representative Director, Komatsu Spring Industrial Co., 

Ltd. 

三浦 俊章 ジャーナリスト（元朝日新聞編集委員） 
Toshiaki MIURA Journalist 

三好 範英 ジャーナリスト（元読売新聞国際部編集委員） 
Norihide MIYOSHI Journalist 

森 雅彦 DMG森精機株式会社取締役社長 
Dr. Masahiko MORI President, DMG MORI Co., LTD 

成川 哲夫 三菱地所株式会社取締役/岡三証券株式会社社外取締役 
Tetsuo NARUKAWA Director, Mitsubishi Estate Co., Ltd./Outside Director, Okasan Securities 

Co., Ltd 

二村 伸 NHK専門解説委員 
Shin NIMURA Senior Commentator, Japan Broadcasting Corporation 

大河原 昭夫 公益財団法人日本国際交流センター理事長 
Akio OKAWARA President, Japan Center for International Exchange (JCIE) 

大久保 規子 大阪大学大学院法学研究科教授 
Prof. Dr. Noriko OKUBO Professor, Graduate School of Law and Politics, Osaka University 

柳 秀直 駐ドイツ連邦共和国日本国特命全権大使 
Hidenao YANAGI Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Embassy of Japan 

in Germany 

吉野 直也 日本経済新聞社政治部長 
Naoya YOSHINO Chief Political Editor, Nikkei 

  

 



 
 
                                                                      

[German Participants] 

ヴェレーナ・ブレッヒンガー= 
タルコット 

ベルリン自由大学副学長/東アジア研究所・日本学教授 

Prof. Dr. Verena 
BLECHINGER-TALCOTT 

Vice President/Professor of Institute of East Asian Studies, Japanese 
Studies, Free University Berlin 

クレーメンス・フォン・ 
ゲッツェ 

駐日ドイツ連邦共和国特命全権大使 

Ambassador Dr. Clemens von 
GOETZE 

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Federal 
Republic of Germany 

ペーター・ヘンニッケ 日独エネルギー変革協議会ドイツ側議長 
Prof. Dr. Peter HENNICKE German Chairman, German Japanese Energy Transition Council 

(GJETC) 

カール=ルドルフ・コルテ デュイスブルク･エッセン大学政治学研究所教授 
Prof. Dr. Karl-Rudolf KORTE Professor, Institute of Political Science, Duisburg-Essen University 

クラウディア・マヨーア ドイツ国際安全保障研究所国際安全保障研究部長 
Dr. Claudia MAJOR Head of Research Division, International Security, German Institute 

for International and Security Affairs (SWP)   

マティアス・モースドルフ 独連邦議会議員（ドイツのための選択肢） 
Matthias MOOSDORF MP (Alternative for Germany）  

ミヒャエル・ミュラー 独連邦議会議員（ドイツ社会民主党） 
Michael MULLER MP (Social Democratic Party of Germany)  

フランク・ミュラー= 
ローゼントリット 

独連邦議会議員（自由民主党） 

Frank MUELLER 
ROSENTRITT 

MP (Free Democratic Party)  

ユリア・ミュンヒ ベルリン日独センター事務総長 
Dr. Julia MÜNCH Secretary General, Japanese-German Center Berlin  

ガブリエレ・フォーグト ルートヴィヒ・マクシミリアン大学ミュンヘンアジア研究学
部長・日本学科長 

Prof. Dr. Gabriele VOGT Chair in Japanese Studies, Director to Department of Asian Studies, 
Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich 

ヨーハン・ワーデフール 独連邦議会議員(キリスト教民主同盟・社会同盟) 
Dr. Johann D. WADEPHUL MP (Christian Democratic Union/ Christian Social Union)  

フランツ・ 
ヴァルデンベルガー 

ドイツ日本研究所所長 

Prof. Dr. Franz 
WALDENBERGER 

Director, German Institute for Japanese Studies 



 
 
                                                                      

 
ゲルハルト・ヴィースホイ B・メッツラー・ゼール・ゾーン＆Co.・ホールディングス

株式会社取締役 
Gerhard WIESHEU Member of the Executive Board, B Metzler seel. Sohn & Co. 

Holding AG 

[Young Leaders] 

ダニエラ・プラシュケ フォルクスワーゲングループジャバン株式会社フォルクスワーゲングルー
プ東京技術代表オフィス渉外担当・イノベーションストラジテスト&
フォルクスワーゲングループ フューチャーヘッドネットワークリーダーシ
ップメンバー 

Dr. Daniela BLASCHKE Public Affairs and Innovation Strategist & Co-Lead within the 
Volkswagen Group Future Heads Network, VOLKSWAGEN Group 
Technical Representative Tokyo, VOLKSWAGEN Group Japan K.K. 

ランドルフ・カー ミュンヘン安全保障会議財団政策担当シニア政策アドバイザー
（留学休職中） 

Randolf CARR Senior Policy Advisor (on leave), Munich Security Conference 
Foundation 

池田 貴一 国立研究開発法人新エネルギー・産業技術総合開発機構総務
部主任 

Kiichi IKEDA Chief Officer, General Affairs Department, New Energy and 
Industrial Technology Development Organization (NEDO) 

佐久間 早紀 日本経済団体連合会国際経済本部米国・貿易投資担当 
Saki SAKUMA International Affairs Bureau (in charge of the U.S. affairs, Trade and 

Investment), Japan Business Federation 

 



 
 
                                                                      

［Observers］ 

石川 誠 株式会社伊藤忠総研上席主任研究員 
Makoto ISHIKAWA Senior Research Associate, ITOCHU Research Institute Inc. 

岩坂 英美 株式会社伊藤忠総研副主任研究員 
Emi IWASAKA Research Associate, ITOCHU Research Institute Inc. 

狩野 功 公益財団法人日本国際交流センター理事 
Isao KANO Member, Board of Directors, Japan Center for International 

Exchange 

中島 卓哉 日本航空株式会社総合政策センター調査研究部アシスタント
マネージャー 

Takuya NAKAJIMA Manager Executive Officer, The Policy management Center,  
Japan Airlines Co., Ltd. 

澤村 広樹 外務省欧州局中・東欧課課長補佐  
Hiroki SAWAMURA Deputy Director, Central and South Eastern Europe Division, 

European Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

髙島 亜紗子 公益財団法人日本国際問題研究所リサーチフェロー 
Asako TAKASHIMA Research Fellow, The Japan Institute of International Affairs (JIIA) 

武田 淳 株式会社伊藤忠総研チーフエコノミスト 
Atsushi TAKEDA Chief Economist, ITOCHU Research Institute Inc. 

カルステン・ 
キーゼヴェッター 

駐日ドイツ大使館防衛担当官 

Karsten 
KIESEWETTER 

Defense Attaché, Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany to 
Japan 

グナー・ミヒェール 駐日ドイツ大使館二等書記官 
Gunnar MICHEEL Second Secretary, Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany to 

Japan 

エリック・ラインハルト 駐日ドイツ大使館一等書記官（経済担当） 
Erik REINHARD First Secretary, Economic Affairs, Embassy of the Federal Republic 

of Germany to Japan 

ダニエル・ 
オッケンフェルト 

独外務省日本部担当官 

Daniel OCKENFELD Desk Officer Japan, Federal Foreign Office 

大石 式部 駐日ドイツ大使館一等書記官 
Shikibu OISHI First Secretary, Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany to 

Japan 



 
 
                                                                      

クラウディア・ 
シュミッツ 

駐日ドイツ大使館公使参事官 

Claudia SCHMITZ Minister Counsellor, Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany 
to Japan 

團・ティーデン 駐日ドイツ大使館一等書記官 
Dr. Dan TIDTEN First Secretary, Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany to 

Japan 

クラウス・フィーツェ 駐日ドイツ大使館次席公使 
Dr. Klaus VIETZE Minister, Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of the Federal Republic 

of Germany to Japan 

スザンネ・ヴェルター 駐日ドイツ大使館公使・経済科学部長 
Susanne WELTER Minister, Head of Economic and Scientific Department, Embassy of 

the Federal Republic of Germany to Japan 

［Secretariat］ 

石山 紀行 公益財団法人日本国際交流センターウェブ／出版デザイナー 
Patrick ISHIYAMA Digital and Print Production Officer, JCIE 

金子 佳南 公益財団法人日本国際交流センタープログラムアソシエート 
Kana KANEKO Program Associate, JCIE 

李 惠珍 公益財団法人日本国際交流センターシニアプログラムオフィサー 
Dr. Hyejin LEE Senior Program Officer, JCIE 

毛受 敏浩 公益財団法人日本国際交流センター執行理事チーフ・プログ
ラム・オフィサー 

Toshihiro MENJU Managing Director and Chief Program Officer, JCIE 

フェーベ＝ステラー・ 
ホルドグリューン 

ベルリン日独センタープロジェクト・マネージメント部長 

Dr. Phoebe Stella 
HOLDGRÜN 

Head of Conferences/Project Management, Japanese-German 
Center Berlin (JDZB) 

清田 とき子 ベルリン日独センター副事務総長 
Tokiko KIYOTA Deputy Secretary General, Japanese-German Center Berlin 

アメリー・レヒターペ ベルリン日独センター事務総長補佐官 
Amélie LECHTAPE Assistant to Secretary General, Japanese-German Center Berlin 

スヴェン・ 
トゥラシェフスキ 

ベルリン日独センター会議・プロジェクトマネージメント担当官 

Sven TRASCHEWSKI Conferences/Project Management, Japanese-German Center Berlin 
(JDZB) 

 



 

Profiles of Japanese Participants 
[CHAIRMAN] 

Eizo KOBAYASHI  

Eizo Kobayashi is Director Emeritus of ITOCHU Corporation. He joined C. Itoh & Co. Ltd., currently 
ITOCHU Corporation, in 1972, and worked in the information technology sector. He was stationed in 
Hong Kong from 1976. Based in Los Angeles since 1986 he worked as Senior Vice President & General 
Manager. He returned to Japan in 1997 and became Chief Operating Officer of the Information 
Technology & Telecommunication Division in 1999. He advanced from being Managing Director, 
Senior Managing Director, to President & CEO in 2004, Chairman in 2010, and then finally Senior 
Representative for Business Community Relations of ITOCHU Corporation in 2018. He holds his 
current position since April 2020. Apart from the Japanese Co-Chairman of the Japanese–German 
Forum, he serves as Chairman of the Japan–Turkey Society, independent director of several 
companies, and member of expert committees of numerous Japanese ministries and agencies. 

[PARTICIPANTS] 

Ken ENDO 

Ken Endo holds a Chair & Professor of International Politics, Faculty of Law, The University of Tokyo, 
since April 2022. He is also Adjunct Fellow, Japan Institute for International Affairs, Tokyo, Japan. He 
obtained a Ph.D. in Politics at St Antony's College, University of Oxford, in 1996. Prof. Endo is 
member of study groups at Japan’s MOFA’s policy planning unit (2012-13, 2013-14). He also works as 
a member of the 1.5-truck Japan-Korea policy dialogue (2012-) and organizes similar events on 
Sino-Japanese relations, in cooperation with the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA). Since 
2015 he joined the MOFA’s policy evaluation committee and from 2017 on Prof. Endo leads a project 
on Europe at Japan Institute of International Affairs. Active in engaging in wider civic forums, Prof. 
Endo is a founding member of Hokkaido Dialogue, where civic leaders from Japan, China, South, 
Korea, and Taiwan discuss common issues. One of his publications is The End of Integration – The 
realities and implications of the European Union (Iwanami, 2013, in Japanese), for which he was 
awarded the Yomiuri-Chuo Koron Yoshino Sakuzo prize in 2014. His recent book focused on the 
European Complex Crisis (Chuo-koron, 2016, in Japanese). He recently edited Sovereignty at the 
Present Times (Chikuma, 2019).  

Yasunori FUJI 

Yasunori Fuji is Corporate Auditor at Ono Sokki Co., Ltd. since 2020. Since 2021, he has also been 
assigned to serve as Corporate Auditor at IX Knowledge Inc. After graduating from Hitotsubashi 
University, he joined Mitsubishi Bank, Ltd. and became General Manager of Corporate Banking 
Division No. 5 in 2003. In 2005 he joined the Düsseldorf Branch as Regional Head for Germany and 
General Manager. He has also served as President of the Japanese Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry in Düsseldorf and Director of the Association of Foreign Banks in Germany. He joined 
Tsumura & Co. in 2008 and became Corporate Officer in 2009 and Director in 2011(until 2019). 



 
 

 

Koichiro GEMBA 

Koichiro Gemba is a nine-term member of the House of Representatives and former Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in the Noda Cabinet (2011-12). He was Minister for National Policy, Minister of State 
for the New Public Commons, Minister of State for Science and Technology Policy, and Minister for 
Space Policy in the Kan Cabinet. Within the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ), he has served as 
Chairman of the Committee on Financial Affairs, Chair of the DPJ Policy Research Committee, 
Deputy Secretary General of the party (2005), and Chair of the DPJ Election Campaign Committee 
(2003, 2016). After graduating from the Faculty of Law of Sophia University in 1987, he studied at the 
Matsushita Institute of Government and Management. In 1993, he was elected to the House of 
Representatives as an independent. In 1998 he joined the DPJ. 

Eiichi HARADA 

Eiichi Harada joined Kawasaki Heavy Industries (Kawasaki) in 1981 and was engaged in the 
development of low emissions coal combustion technology at Technical Institute, Corporate 
Technology Division. Since 2004, he played a leading role in research and development of combustion 
and heat transfer technologies, and developed gas engines and supercharged engines, the company's 
main products. In 2009, he proposed an initiative of a hydrogen energy supply chain and started its 
development. He led the establishment of Hydrogen Project Development Center and has been 
consistently spearheading Kawasaki’s hydrogen projects development since then. He currently serves as 
Managing Executive Officer and General Manager of Hydrogen Strategy Division of Kawasaki, and also 
takes his crucial roles as President of CO2-free Hydrogen Energy Supply-chain Technology Research 
Association (HySTRA) and President and Representative Director of Japan Suiso Energy, Ltd. 

Shin HOSAKA 

Shin Hosaka has served as Commissioner of the Agency for Natural Resources and Energy at the 
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) since July 2020. As head of the agency, he oversees 
all areas of energy policy including developing Japan’s Strategic Energy Plan, assuring secure energy 
supply, regulating the electricity & gas sectors, as well as promoting renewable energy and 
conservation. Hosaka previously served as Director-General of the Trade and Economic Cooperation 
Bureau. As head of the Trade and Economic Cooperation Bureau. He supervises policy planning and 
implementation in the areas of trade promotion, technical cooperation, investment facilitation, trade 
control and trade remedies. 

In his previous role as Director-General for Natural Resources and Energy Policy, Agency for 
Natural Resources and Energy, he formulated export policy for energy-related infrastructure and 
international negotiations concerning energy policies and established a domestic system for ensuring 
stable supplies of resources and energy. During his career, he has held various posts, including Deputy 
Director-General of the Industrial Science and Technology Policy and Environment Bureau, Senior 
Planning Officer for Personnel of the Secretarial Division, Minister's Secretariat; Director of the Retail 
and Wholesale Commerce Division, Business Support Department, Small and Medium Enterprise 
Agency; Director of the Petroleum and Natural Gas Division, Natural Resources and Fuel Department, 
Agency for Natural Resources and Energy; Director of the Automobile Division, Manufacturing 
Industries Bureau; Director of the Corporate Affairs Division, Economic and Industrial Policy Bureau; 
Director of the General Policy Division, Agency for Natural Resources and Energy; and Director of the 
Secretarial Division, Minister's Secretariat. Hosaka is a graduate of the University of Tokyo’s 
Department of Economics, Faculty of Economics, and studied at the University of Michigan in the 
United States. 



 
 

 

Tomiko ICHIKAWA  

Tomiko Ichikawa assumed her current position in July 2020. She joined Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
1985. Her assignments in Japan include Directorship at West Europe Division, Economic Integration 
Division (EU), Non-proliferation, Science and Nuclear Energy Division as well as Economic Policy 
Division. Overseas postings include Embassy of Japan in the UK and Permanent Mission of Japan to 
the International Organizations in Vienna. She also assumed positions in international organizations 
as Political Affairs Officer at UNPROFOR (UN PKO in the Former Yugoslavia) and Special Assistant 
to the Director General, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). Ichikawa participated in the 
Six Party Talks (December 2006-December 2008) and continued to follow the DPRK (North Korea) 
nuclear issue at Permanent Mission in Vienna (2011-14) and the IAEA (2014-20). She obtained her 
Bachelor in Law, University of Tokyo, Japan and her MA on international relations and contemporary 
war at King’s College London, UK. 

Nobuo INABA 

Nobuo Inaba is Executive Advisor of the Ricoh Institute of Sustainability and Business. Until June 
2022, he was Director of Ricoh Co., Ltd and served as Chairman of the Board (2017-22). Upon 
graduating from the University of Tokyo’s Faculty of Economics, he joined the Bank of Japan in 1974 
and gave his service until May 2008, when he joined Ricoh Co., Ltd. as Executive Advisor. The 
positions he held in the Bank of Japan include Director-General of the Information System Services 
Department (2001), Director-General of the Bank Examination and Surveillance Department (2002), 
Executive Director of Financial System Stability (2004), Executive Director and General Manager of 
the Osaka Branch (2005), and Executive Director of Monetary Policy (2006-08). 

Yoko IWAMA 

Yoko Iwama is Professor of the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS). She graduated 
from Kyoto University and earned her PhD in Law at that same university. After serving as Special 
Assistant at the Japanese Embassy in Germany, she joined GRIPS in 2000. In 2009 she was appointed 
as Professor. Her research specialty is international security and the history of European diplomacy. 
She has served on numerous government committees including the Council on Reconstruction of a 
Legal Basis for Security (2006-07, 2013-14).  

Her publications include: The Global Nuclear Order of 1968 and West Germany (Kaku no 1968nen 
Taisei to Nishi Doitsu) (Yuhikaku, 2021); Joining the Non-Proliferation Treaty: Deterrence, 
Non-Proliferation and the American Alliance, ed. with John Baylis (Routledge 2018). Recently 
published English articles include: A World On the Brink: The Conditions for Rebuilding the Postwar 
Order: A Strategy of Linking NATO and the Indo-Pacific Order, (No.72, Diplomacy, Sept. 9, 2022), 
Nuclear peace a priority ahead of Hiroshima G7 Summit, (East Asia Forum Quarterly vol.14, no. 3, 
July -Sep 2022) issue, Time to Think Big: Japan’s Surprising Response to the War in UkraineTime to 
Think Big: Japan’s Surprising Response to the War in Ukraine, (Global Asia, Vol.17 No.2. June 2022) 



 
 

 

Hideto KAKINOKI  

Hideto Kakinoki is President/CEO of NIKKEI Media Promotion Inc., NIKKEI’s marketing subsidiary. 
He has spent most of his career in the international news section of Nikkei Inc., including five years in 
Germany, where he studied at the University of Freiburg under Nikkei’s scholarship from 1986-87. He 
covered the Bundesbank’s monetary policy as well as European economic and business news as a 
correspondent in Frankfurt am Main from 1992-96. From 2007-2011 he was Editor-in-Chief of The 
Nikkei Weekly, Japan’s only English-language business newspaper, and NIKKEI.com, Nikkei’s 
English-language business news site. He also served as Manager of the company’s Media Strategy 
Office. In 2011-2012 he was Editor-in-Chief of “allatanys” online news site. Allatanys is an 
experimental collaboration project operated by three major national newspapers, Nikkei, Asahi 
Shimbun, and Yomiuri Shimbun. In 2017-2020 he served as Managing Executive Officer of Nikkei. 

Yoriyuki KASHIWAGI 

Yoriyuki Kashiwagi graduated from the Faculty of Law of Hokkaido University, and joined 
Japan Airlines Co., Ltd. in 1986. He has served as Vice President of the Planning and Managing 
Division of the Passenger Sales Department since 2011, and as Senior Vice President of the Kyushu 
Region Sales Office since 2013. In April 2016, he was appointed Executive Officer of Japan Airlines Co., 
Ltd., concurrently serving as Deputy Senior Vice President of the Passenger Sales Department, Senior 
Vice President of the International Passenger Sales Department, Senior Vice President of the Web 
Sales Department, and Senior Vice President of the Eastern Japan Sales Office. In April 2020, he was 
given charge of the Executive Secretariat Office, Strategic Corporate Relations and the Policy 
Management Center before assuming his current post of Managing Executive Officer (Executive 
Secretariat, Government Affairs) in April 2021. 

Izuru KATO 

Izuru Kato is President and Chief Economist at Totan Research Co., Ltd., a company affiliated with 
the Tokyo Tanshi Co., Ltd.  Kato graduated from the International Economics Division, Faculty of 
Economics, at Yokohama National University in 1988. He joined Tokyo Tanshi, where he worked as a 
money market broker and served concurrently as an economist for the company since 1997. He has 
held his current position since 2013. Kato is a major watcher of the Bank of Japan (BOJ), acting as an 
economic commentator on TV programs, magazines, and newspapers. His works include Meizyarigu 
to dadachyamame de yomitoku kinyusijo (The financial market-reading through major league baseball 
and Dadacha Soybeans for better understanding), 2004, Banaki no FRB (Bernarnke’s FRB), 2006, 
Tokyo mane maketto (The Tokyo Money Market), 2009, and Nichigin Deguchi nasi (No Exit for the 
BOJ), 2014. 



 
 

 

Yoko KAWAMURA 

Yoko Kawamura is Professor of International Relations at the Department of Cross-Cultural Studies, 
Faculty of Humanities, Seikei University. She studied at Waseda University and the University of 
Tokyo, where she earned her Ph.D. in Arts and Sciences. After working as Research Assistant for 
German Studies at the University of Tokyo, she has been teaching at Seikei University since 2000.  

Her research and education cover international cultural relations and cultural policy, including 
cultural relations policy of Germany. She presently serves as Executive Board Member at the Japan 
Society for Intercultural Studies and the Japan Association for Cultural Policy Research. She has issued 
various publications, including her co-edited book Studies on the History of International Cultural 
Relations, 2013, and co-authored the book Culture of Remembrance in Germany and Europe since 1945 
(New Perspectives on Contemporary German History 1), 2016.  

Prof. Kawamura is a member of Committee for International Exchange and Cooperation at the 
Agency for Cultural Affairs (branch of Japanese government in charge of cultural policy), while she 
commits herself to cultural and citizens’ associations at her local community in Tokyo. She observed 
the 2017 German Bundestag election as a member of the German Academic Exchange Service / 
Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst DAAD-Wahlbeobachterreise.  

Shinichi KITAOKA 

Shinichi Kitaoka is Special Advisor to the President of the Japan International Cooperation Agency 
(JICA). Before assuming the current post, he was President of JICA until March 2022. Dr. Kitaoka's 
career includes positions as President of the International University of Japan (2012-15), Professor at 
the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) (2012-present), Professor at the Graduate 
Schools for Law and Politics of the University of Tokyo (1999-04, 2006-12), Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Deputy Permanent Representative of Japan to the United Nations 
(2004-06), and Professor at the College of Law and Politics of Rikkyo University (1985-97).  

Dr. Kitaoka's specialty in research is modern Japanese politics and diplomacy. He obtained his BA 
(1971) and his PhD (1976) both from the University of Tokyo. He is Emeritus Professor both of 
University of Tokyo and Rikkyo University. He has published numerous books and articles in 
Japanese and English. His major English reading books are as follows: Self-Respect and Independence of 
Mind: The Challenge of Fukuzawa Yukichi (Japan Publishing Industry Foundation for Culture (JPIC), 
2017), The Political History of Modern Japan: Foreign Relations and Domestic Politics (Routledge, 
2018), From Party Politics to Militarism in Japan, 1924–1941 (Lynne Rienner Publishers in association 
with JPIC, 2021), GOTŌ SHINPEI, Statesman of Vision: Research, Public Health, and Development 
(JPIC, 2021). He received many honors and awards including the Medal with Purple Ribbon for his 
academic achievements in 2011. 

Minoru KIUCHI 

Former Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs and current Member of the Japanese House of 
Representatives for the Liberal Democratic Party. Minoru Kiuchi has played a pivotal role in 
German-Japanese inter-parliamentary exchange for decades. He partially grew up in Bonn, Germany, 
and during his career as a diplomat (1989-2002) spent additional five years in Augsburg and Bonn. As 
a result, he speaks German fluently. Today, Kiuchi serves as General Secretary of the German-Japanese 
Parliamentary Friendship Group, routinely visits Germany to maintain relations with German 
politicians, hosts German politicians in Japan, and contributes to projects and events fostering closer 
relations between Germany and Japan. Since leaving the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
becoming a politician in 2003, Kiuchi has served as Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
State Minister for Foreign Affairs, State Minister for the Environment, and Parliamentary State 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. In 2018, he was awarded the Great Cross of Merit of the Federal Republic 
of Germany for his contributions to German-Japanese relations. 



 
 

 

Makiko KOMATSU  

Makiko Komatsu is President and Representative Director of Komatsu Spring Industrial Co., Ltd. She 
joined Komatsu Spring Industrial Co. (founded in 1941), a manufacturer of springs for precision 
equipment such as electronic devices, medical devices, and automobiles, and was appointed Director 
in charge of general affairs and accounting in 2003. She took over the helm of the company in 2014 
succeeding the then chairperson in his position. She is a Member of the Labor Policy Council of the 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, Member of the Industrial Technology and Environment 
Subcommittee of the Industrial Structure Council of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, 
and the Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry's Expert Committee for the Promotion of Youth 
and Women's Activities. Komatsu Spring Industrial Co., Ltd. has been selected as one of the 300 most 
energetic small and medium-sized manufacturing companies by the Small and Medium Enterprise 
Selection Committee as a company indexed for the future in the region. Komatsu / Komatsu Spring 
Industrial Co., Ltd. received a visit by the Emperor of Japan in 2007. 

Toshiaki MIURA 

Toshiaki Miura is a journalist specializing in Japanese politics and diplomacy. In 1984 he joined the 
Asahi Shimbun, one of Japan’s most prestigious newspapers. He worked for the political news 
department and as the paper’s Washington Correspondent, and as an editorial writer and senior staff 
writer until September 2022. Between August 2009 and July 2010, he served as Research Associate of 
the Program on the U.S.-Japan Relations at Harvard University. Mr. Miura is the author of Busshu no 
Amerika (America under the Bush Administration) published in Japanese 2003. He also co-authored 
Doumei Hanseiki (Fifty Years of U.S.-Japan Alliance) published in 2001. Mr. Miura graduated from 
Waseda University with a BA in political science. He received his master’s degree in public 
administration from the International Christian University, Tokyo. 

Norihide MIYOSHI 

Norihide Miyoshi is freelance journalist. He graduated from the University of Tokyo with a degree in 
correlative social sciences. He joined the Yomiuri Shimbun in 1982, serving as Correspondent in 
Bangkok and Phnom Penh (1990-93), and as Correspondent in Berlin for a total of nine years and five 
months (1997-01, 2006-08, and 2009-13). He completed the Japan-U.S. Relations Program at Harvard 
University (2005-06). He is currently freelance journalist in charge of international affairs, with a focus 
on Europe. He is the author of Correspondent's Report on PKO in Cambodia (Aki Shobo), Germany 
Clearing Up Postwar Taboos (ibid.), Reviving 'Nation' and 'History' (Fuyo Shobo Publishing), Merkel 
and Right-Tilting Germany (Kobun-sha), and Europe turning serious-minded, (Gento-sha). His book 
German Risk (Kobun-sha) won the 25th Shichihei Yamamoto Award Special Prize. The same book 
was translated and published in Taiwan. He is also editor of Biography of diplomat OKAZAKI 
Hisahiko (Ikuho-sha), The Bonds of Japan and the US, Biography of diplomat KATO Ryozo (Yoshida 
Shoten). 



 
 

 

Masahiko MORI 

Dr. Masahiko Mori is President of DMG MORI.CO., LTD. He was born in Nara, Japan in 1961. After 
studying mechanical engineering at Kyoto University, Japan, he worked at ITOCHU Corporation as a 
salesperson of textile machineries and advanced composite materials for 8 years. Since 1999 when 37 
years old, he has been president of Mori Seiki Co. Ltd. He got Dr. Eng. degree from University of 
Tokyo in 2003. In 2009 collaboration began with Gildemeister, Germany. In October 2013, both 
companies integrated their names to further strengthen the “DMG MORI” brand name. Since May 
2018, he has been Chairman of the Supervisory Board, DMG MORI Aktiengesellschaft. Dr. Mori 
serves as President / CEO of DMG MORI Group. He also serves as the Vice-President of the Japan 
Machine Tool Builders Association (JMTBA), fellow of International Academy for Production 
Engineering (CIRP), Board member of Kyoto University Innovation Capital, member of Kyoto 
University Administrative Council. 

Tetsuo NARUKAWA  

Tetsuo Narukawa currently serves as Director of Okasan Securities Co., Ltd. since 2015, and 
Independent Director of Mitsubishi Estate Co., Ltd. since 2018. After graduating from Keio University 
with a BA from the Faculty of Economics, he joined the Industrial Bank of Japan, Ltd. (IBJ) in 1974. 
From 1974 to 2001, Narukawa worked in various departments of IBJ, including serving as Senior 
Deputy General Manager of Credit Risk Management Department in 1991, Chairman of the Board of 
Managing Directors of the Industriebank von Japan (Deutschland) Aktiengesellschaft, IBJ (Germany) 
in 1997, and the General Manager of Corporate Banking Department in 2001. Having a 
well-established background in banking, he furthered his career as Managing Director with Mizuho 
Bank until 2006. Since 2006, he has held several management and executive positions with Kowa Real 
Estate (NSKRE) until his ascension to presidency in October 2010. Narukawa was President and CEO 
of NSKRE until 2014, after Kowa Real Estate Co., Ltd. and Nippon Steel City Produce, Inc. merged in 
October 2012. 

Shin NIMURA 

Shin Nimura is News Commentator of NHK (Japan Broadcasting Corporation). He joined NHK in 
1980. Based on more than 15 years of experience as a foreign correspondent, he has served as 
Commentator for NHK since 2009, covering Europe, mainly Germany, as well as the Middle East, 
Africa, and Asia. Previously, he followed the Iran-Iraq War in Tehran Office, the Gulf War, Middle 
East peace talks, democratization of South Africa and other issues as Cairo bureau chief. He provided 
commentaries on German politics, the introduction of the Euro, and the expansion of the European 
Union for seven years as bureau chief of Bonn and Berlin since 1997. From 2006 to 2009, he has served 
as Director General of Asia Bureau, and from 2010 to 2013, he was Anchorperson of the international 
news program "Kaigai Network" and served as deputy chief of the News Commentary Bureau, from 
2015 to 2017. 



 
 

 

Akio OKAWARA  

Akio Okawara is President and CEO of the Japan Center for International Exchange (JCIE) since April 
2014 after a long career in international business. He is currently a Member of the Foundation Council 
of the Japanese-German Center Berlin. At JCIE, he also serves as Japanese Director of the UK-Japan 
21st Century Group, the Japanese-German Forum, and the Korea-Japan Forum; Chair of the 
Roundtable on Japan's Migration, and Director of the Global Health and Human Security Program 
Executive Committee and of the Friends of the Global Fund, Japan (FGFJ), among others. 

Prior to joining JCIE, he was Executive Director of the Sumitomo Shoji Research Institute from 
2006 to 2013, where he oversaw research and analysis on domestic and international political and 
economic trends. He started his career at Sumitomo Corporation in 1973 and served in the 
automotive, overseas transport, and research departments during the span of his 40-year career with 
the company, including several assignments in the United States. Mr. Okawara graduated from Keio 
University with a BA in law and also studied at Williams College in Massachusetts. 

Noriko OKUBO 

Noriko Okubo is Professor at the Graduate School of Law and Politics of Osaka University, where she 
specializes in administrative and environmental law, and has conducted comparative research between 
Germany and Japan on administrative litigation, water management, and public participation. She 
studied at the University of Giessen as a DAAD scholar for one year starting in 1990. She received a 
master's degree with a thesis on “Anstaltsrecht”. Having completed a doctorate in law at Hitotsubashi 
University, Prof. Okubo worked as full-time Lecturer and Assistant Professor at Gunma University 
and Professor at Konan University before assuming her current position in 2005. Okubo has 
conducted research in Germany at the invitation of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, and as an 
Honorary Member of the European Association of Administrative Judges, has various exchanges with 
legal professionals in European countries. She currently serves as Member of Science Council of Japan, 
Standing Director of the Environmental Law and Policy Association, Director of the Japan Public Law 
Association. She also is a Member of the Central Environment Council, the Transport Policy Council, 
the Environment Subcommittee of the Social Infrastructure Development Council. 

Hidenao YANAGI 

Hidenao Yanagi is Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Embassy of Japan in 
Germany. Amb. Yanagi studied at the University of Tokyo and joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
upon graduation in 1982. He first served as First Secretary, then Counselor at the Japanese Embassy in 
Germany. Returning to Japan, he was appointed Director of the First Analysis Division of the 
International Information Bureau, and then Director of the Planning Division of the Foreign Policy 
Bureau before assuming the position of Minister at the Embassy of Japan in India and later the 
Embassy of Japan in Germany. He had been Director General of the Preparatory Office for the 
ASEAN-Japan Special Summit and Consul General of the Japanese Consulate-General in Munich. 
Before assuming his current position in September 2020, he was Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary to the State of Jordan. 

Naoya YOSHINO 

Naoya Yoshino is the Tokyo-based head of Nikkei's political news group. As a political reporter, he 
interviewed 15 Japanese prime ministers, from Morihiro Hosokawa to Fumio Kishida, and covered the 
finance and economy related ministries. He worked as a Washington correspondent from 2012 to 
2017, reporting on the 2012 and 2016 US presidential elections. He served as a commentator on 
several nationwide TV news programs, including “Sunday Morning” and “Hodo1930” of the TBS 
network and “NIKKEI News Plus 9” of BS TV TOKYO Corporation. 



 

Profiles of German Participants 
[CHAIRMAN] 

Matthias NASS  

Matthias Nass is Chief International Correspondent of the German weekly DIE ZEIT. He has a weekly 
column on ZEIT Online and he is the Founder of the ZEIT Academy. Mr. Nass was Secretary of the 
German Association for Asian Studies and Editor of the quarterly Asien (1978-82). He attended the 
Hamburg School of Journalism (1982-83). He was a member of the foreign policy staff of DIE ZEIT 
(1983-90), deputy Political Editor (1990-94), Managing Editor (1994-97) and deputy Editor-in-Chief 
(1998-2010). He studied History, Chinese Studies and Political Science at the Universities of 
Göttingen, Hawaii and Hamburg. Recent book publications by Mr. Nass are: Countdown in Korea. Der 
gefährlichste Konflikt der Welt und seine Hintergründe (Countdown in Korea. The world’s most 
dangerous conflict and its backgrounds), 2017. Der Elblotse. Helmut Schmidts Hamburg, 2019. 
Drachentanz. Chinas Aufstieg zur Weltmacht und was er für uns bedeutet (Dragon dance. Chinas’s 
raise as a world power and what it means for us), 2021. 

[PARTICIPANTS] 

Verena BLECHINGER-TALCOTT 

Verena Blechinger-Talcott is Executive Vice President of the Freie Universität Berlin and Professor of 
Japanese Politics and Political Economy. She studied Political Science, Japanese Studies and Law in 
Munich, Kyoto and Tokyo. She received her M.A. in Japanese Studies in 1991 and her PhD in Political 
Science in 1997, both from Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München (LMU Munich). After 
working as a lecturer at LMU Munich (1993-97), she joined the German Institute for Japanese Studies, 
Tokyo, in 1997, where she focused on comparative research of Japanese politics and international 
relations. From 2001-02, she also was Deputy Director of the German Institute for Japanese Studies. In 
2002, she was appointed Advanced Research Fellow in the Program on US-Japan Relations at Harvard 
University, and from 2003-04, she was Assistant Professor in the Department of Government at 
Hamilton College, Clinton (NY). In 2004, she joined the Freie Universität Berlin as Professor for 
Japanese Politics and Political Economy. At Freie Universität Berlin, Prof. Blechinger-Talcott was 
Dean of the Department of History and Cultural Studies (2007-11) and Director of the Center for Area 
Studies (2009-18). From 2012-2020, she was Founding Director of FU Berlin's Graduate School of East 
Asian Studies which was funded until 2019 through the German Federal Government’s Excellence 
Initiative. Since 2018, she has been a member of FUB's Executive Board. From 2018-22 as Vice 
President for International Affairs, and since 2022 as Executive Vice President. Prof. 
Blechinger-Talcott is a member of the editorial advisory boards of “Social Science Japan Journal” 
(University of Tokyo), the "European Journal of East Asian Studies" (Brill Publishers) and “Japan 
Forum” (British Association for Japanese Studies). She is Chair of the Advisory Board of the German 
Institute for Japanese Studies (DIJ), and, since 2020, President of the European Association for 
Japanese Studies (EAJS). Prof. Blechinger-Talcott has written and edited several books and numerous 
articles on Japanese politics, international relations and political economy. 



 
 

 

Clemens von GOETZE 

After finishing his military service, Clemens von Goetze studied at the University of Erlangen where 
he obtained his master degree in history and a doctorate degree in law. He began his professional 
career at the Foreign Office in 1990. He worked i.a. as Political Officer at the Embassy in Manila, 
Principal Private Secretary to Federal Foreign Ministers Dr. Klaus Kinkel and Joschka Fischer, Deputy 
Ambassador to Turkey, Deputy Chief of Staff of the Foreign Minister, PSC-Ambassador for 
coordination of EU Foreign Policy in Brussels, Director General of the Foreign Department at the 
Office of the Federal President and Director General for Africa, Asia, Latin America, Near- and 
Middle East at the Federal Foreign Office. Before assuming his current position in September 2021, he 
served as Ambassador to Israel and to China. 

Ambassador Dr. von Goetze is married and has two children. 

Peter HENNICKE 

Prof. Peter Hennicke’s research as an economist is focused on strategies on the energy transition, 
climate mitigation and resource efficiency in Germany and internationally. He was the President of 
the Wuppertal Institute/Germany and he served in many high level German and international Expert 
Commissions. He is full member of the Club of Rome and he received the Environmental Award of 
Germany (2014) and the Swedish Gothenburg Award (2016). He published 20 books and more than 
200 articles. In 2021 the Japanese Government awarded him with the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold 
Rays with Neck Ribbon. Currently, he is Co-Chair of the German-Japanese Energy Transition Council 
(GJETC). 

Karl-Rudolf KORTE 

Karl-Rudolf Korte is Professor of “The Political System of the Federal Republic of Germany and 
Modern Theories of State” at the University of Duisburg-Essen. In 1998, he received an award for the 
best habilitation at the Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München (LMU Munich). Thereafter, he held 
positions as a visiting professor in Trier, Cologne, Munich, and Duisburg. Moreover, his academic 
career included research stays in Tokyo, St. Gallen, and Washington D.C. where he was a fellow at the 
American Institute for Contemporary German Studies in 2004 and 08. He founded the NRW School 
of Governance in 2006, which he has directed since then. From April 2010 to September 2017, he 
additionally served as the Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences at the University of Duisburg-Essen. 
From 2013 to 15, he acted as Chairman of the German Association of Political Science. Since 2019, he 
has been a member of the European Academy of Sciences and Arts in Salzburg/Austria. Since 2021, he 
has been Vice President of the German Association of University Professors and Lecturers (Deutscher 
Hochschulverband). Since 2022 he has been chairman of the international and interdisciplinary 
scientific advisory board of the new non-partisan federal foundation "Bundeskanzler Helmut Kohl 
Stiftung", Berlin. His research interests include elections, political parties, governments, and political 
communication. Prof. Korte has become known to the wider public through his political analyses in 
daily newspapers, magazines, and on television for 20 years. During domestic political events, he 
regularly analyses election outcomes and provides interpretations of political developments as an 
expert for the public broadcasters ZDF, WDR and Phoenix. He is the managing editor of the Journal 
of Political Science / Zeitschrift für Politikwissenschaft since 2011. In his monograph ("Gesichter der 
Macht – Über die Gestaltungspotenziale der Bundespräsidenten", 2019), Prof. Korte focuses on the 
specific role of the head of state in Germany and the opportunities of this political office to influence 
political decision-making. His book on corona politics, "Coronacracy. Demokratisches Regieren in 
Ausnahmezeiten" (Campus Verlag Frankfurt/New York), has been widely received. This year, he has 
co-published the book "Heuristiken des politischen Entscheidens" (Suhrkamp Verlag Berlin). 



 
 

 

Claudia MAJOR 

Claudia Major heads the security policy research group at the renowned Stiftung Wissenschaft und 
Politik (SWP – German Institute for International and Security Affairs) in Berlin. She researches, 
advises and publishes on security and defence policy issues in Germany, Europe and in the 
transatlantic context. Her expertise lies in particular in the field of German security and defence policy 
and the classification of political events with reference to NATO and the EU. Previous positions in her 
professional career include the Center for Security Studies at the ETH Zurich, the German Council on 
Foreign Relations (DGAP), the EU Institute for Security Studies (Paris), the NATO Department of the 
German Foreign Office and Sciences Po Paris. Dr. Major is also a member of various committees, such 
as the Advisory Board for Civilian Crisis Prevention of the German Foreign Office and the 
German-British Königswinter Conference. She holds a diploma from the Freie Universität Berlin and 
Sciences Po Paris and a PhD from the University of Birmingham (UK).  Dr. Major was made a 
Knight of the French Order of Merit (Chevalier dans l'ordre national du Mérite). 

Matthias MOOSDORF 

Matthias Moosdorf, born April 20, 1965 in Leipzig, married, 4 children, Abitur (with vocational 
training in electronics). Studied from 1986 to 91 at the Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy Academy of 
Music in Leipzig, concert exam, master class 1991. Chamber music studies with the Amadeus Quartet 
in Cologne and London, from 1992 to 96 assistant at the University of Music and Theater in Leipzig. 
Taught cello and chamber music at the Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy Academy of Music and Theater 
in Leipzig 1996 to 2005. Guest professor at the Geidai University of Arts in Tokyo/Japan 2008 to 13. 
Political consulting since 2016, in 2017 parliamentary group consulting in the state parliament of 
Saxony. Founding and management of Pierrot Lunaire GmbH. 2017 to 2021 research assistant in the 
German Bundestag. Member of the Alternative for Germany (AfD) since 2016, Member of the 
German Bundestag (AfD) since 2021, member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs; deputy member 
of the Committee for Education, Research and Technology Assessment; deputy member of the 
Committee on European Union Affairs. 

Michael MÜLLER 

Michael Müller was born on December 09, 1964 in Berlin. After visiting secondary school and 
graduating from the technical college for economics and administration, he worked as a self-employed 
printer until 2011. Mr. Müller became a member of the Social Democratic Party of Germany (SPD) in 
1981. In 1996, he became a member of the Berlin House of Representatives. In 2001, Mr. Müller 
became parliamentary chairman of the SPD, until he was appointed Mayor and Senator for Urban 
Development and Environment in 2011. In 2014, he was elected as the Governing Mayor of Berlin, 
including being Senator for Culture. Mr. Müller was re-elected as Governing Mayor in 2016 and has 
been Senator for Science and Research. In 2017, he became President of the Bundesrat for one year. 
Since October 2021, Mr.  Müller is a Member of the German Bundestag (Parliament). He is a 
member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs and is the SPD rapporteur on East-Asia and the Middle 
East. Furthermore, Mr. Müller is the chairman of the German-Japanese parliamentary group and the 
commission that evaluates the German engagement in Afghanistan. 

Frank MÜLLER-ROSENTRITT 

Frank Müller-Rosentritt has been a member of the German Bundestag for the Free Democratic Party 
(FDP) since September 2017. In the Bundestag, Mr. Müller-Rosentritt works as a member of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee, where he is the FDP parliamentary group’s rapporteur for Asia covering 
China, Taiwan, Japan, India, South and North Korea, the ASEAN states as well as New Zealand and 
Australia. He is also a deputy member of the Finance Committee and an expert on Israel as well as 
Jewish life at home and abroad. Additionally, from 2016 to 19 he was Deputy State Chairman of the 
FDP Saxony and from 2019 to 21 Chairman of the FDP Saxony. 



 
 

 

Julia MÜNCH 

Dr. Münch has been the Secretary General of the Japanese-German Center Berlin since October 2020. 
She studied Japanese Studies, Business and Psychology (M.A.) in Göttingen and Bonn and received 
her PhD (Dr. rer. Oec.) at the Mercator School of Management/University of Duisburg-Essen. She was 
Managing Director and Executive Board Member of the Japanese-German Business Association e. V. 
(DJW) from 2007 to 13 and is now engaged in various non-profit associations, e. g. as the President of 
the Foundation for German-Japanese Cultural Exchange e. V. and as a Member of the Board of the 
Association of German-Japanese Societies e. V. (VDJG) and its foundation (VDJG-Stiftung). 

Gabriele VOGT 

Prof. Vogt holds the Chair in Japanese Studies and serves as Director to the Department of Asian 
Studies at Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München (LMU Munich). She received her PhD in 
Japanese Studies from the University of Hamburg in 2002, and an M.A. from LMU Munich (Japanese 
Studies, Political Science, Sociology) in 1998. Her research covers the areas of political economy in the 
context of demographic transition and international labor migration, as well as local politics and social 
movements. She previously held appointments at the University of Hamburg, the German Institute for 
Japanese Studies, Sophia University, the University of the Ryūkyūs, and Cornell University, and was a 
visiting professor at Waseda University, Kyūshū University, and ChūōUniversity. She currently serves 
as scientific board member to the Berlin Institute for Population and Development, liaison officer to 
the German National Academic Foundation, and Regional Champion Europe to the Social Science 
Japan Journal. Her most recent publications include: Sanitizing the national body: COVID-19 and the 
revival of Japan’s "Closed Country" strategy. In: Asian and Pacific Migration Journal (2022, with Sian 
Qin), https://doi.org/10.1177/01171968221125482; Okinawa’s Unsettled Membership in Japan. In: 
Current History (2022), 121 (836), 224-230, https://doi.org/10.1525/curh.2022.121.836.224; Robotic 
devices and ICT in long-term care in Japan: Their potential and limitations from a workplace 
perspective. In: Contemporary Japan (2021, with Anne-Sophie L. König), 
https://doi.org/10.1080/18692729.2021.2015846. 

Johann WADEPHUL 

Dr. Wadephul, born 10 February 1963 in Husum/Schleswig-Holstein/Germany; Lawyer (specialised in 
medical and social law); Member of the German Bundestag since the 17th electoral term (October 
2009). Since 2018 Deputy chairman of the CDU/CSU parliamentary group in the Bundestag 
responsible for foreign affairs, defence, Interparliamentary Conference for the Common Foreign and 
Security Policy (CFSP) and Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP), Council of Europe; 
[Serving as the highest ranking foreign and security politician of the CDU/CSU parliamentary group 
in the German parliament] Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee; Member of the Defence 
Committee; Member of the Committee on European Union Affairs; Head of the German 
Parliamentary Delegation to the NATO Parliamentary Assembly; Head of the Parliamentary 
Friendship Group for Relations with the States of the Southern Caucasus; Member of the German 
Delegation to the Interparliamentary Union (IPU); Chairman of the Bundestag group of CDU 
parliamentarians from Schleswig- Holstein; Member of the executive committee of the Petersburg 
Dialogue German-Russian discussion forum; Member of the Advisory Council of the DGAP (German 
Council on Foreign Relations); Member of the German-Japanese Forum; Reserve Major in the 
German Armed Forces / Bundeswehr; 



 
 

 

Franz WALDENBERGER 

Franz Waldenberger is Director of the German Institute for Japanese Studies (DIJ) in Tokyo since 
October 2014. During his term of office at the DIJ, he is on leave from Ludwig-Maximilians- 
Universität München (LMU Munich), where he holds a Professorship for Japanese Economy. He 
studied Economics in Heidelberg, Tokyo and Cologne. He received his diploma in Economics in 1986, 
his PhD in 1990 and his Habilitation in 1996 from the Faculty of Economics and Social Science of 
Cologne University. After positions as research assistant at the University of Cologne (1986-89) and 
research associate at the German Monopolies Commission (1989-92), he joined the German Institute 
for Japanese Studies, Tokyo, where he focussed on comparative research of the Japanese economy 
(1992-97). In 1997, he became Professor at the Japan Centre of LMU Munich. He has been invited as 
Visiting Professor to the University of Tokyo (2001/02), Osaka City University (2002), Hitotsubashi 
University (2006), and Tsukuba University (2008, 09, 10 to 12). In 2003, he was Shimomura Research 
Fellow at the Research Institute of Capital Formation, Development Bank of Japan. He has written and 
edited several books and numerous articles on the Japanese economy. Prof. Waldenberger has also 
been very active in bringing the academic world in fruitful contact with the world of business and 
works in various honorary capacities for a more active co-operation. 

Gerhard WIESHEU 

Gerhard Wiesheu joined Metzler in 2001. He is a Member of the Executive Board of B. Metzler seel. 
Sohn & Co. AG. From 2012 until the Holding was merged into Metzler Bank in 2021, Mr. Wiesheu 
was a Member of the Executive Board of B. Metzler seel. Sohn & Co. Holding AG, and from 2002 until 
the merger, he was a Member of the Partners’ Committee B. Metzler seel. Sohn & Co. Holding AG. Mr. 
Wiesheu is responsible for the Asset Management division and heads Metzler’s US real estate business. 
In addition, he is Chairman of the Supervisory Board of Metzler Asset Management GmbH and of 
Metzler Pensionsfonds AG as well as member of the Supervisory Board of Nomura Asset Management 
(Deutschland) KAG and DWS Investment GmbH. Since 2020, he has been President of Frankfurt am 
Main Finance, an initiative of the leading financial center in Germany and the euro zone. Furthermore, 
Mr. Wiesheu is Member of the Board of Directors of the following group companies: Metzler Asset 
Management (Japan) Ltd. in Tokyo, Metzler Realty Advisors in Seattle, USA and Metzler/Payden, LLC 
in Los Angeles, USA, a 50:50 joint venture with the US investment company Payden & Rygel. Prior to 
joining Metzler, Mr. Wiesheu was managing director of Commerz International Capital Management 
GmbH (CICM) in Frankfurt/Main, Germany. From 1994 to 1999, he was managing director of CICM 
(Japan) Ltd. in Tokyo. During this time, he was also a member of the Board of the Japanese Asset 
Management Association in Tokyo. Before his appointment to CICM in 1991, he completed an 
investment banking trainee program at Commerzbank AG and was employed in various positions 
there after 1987. Mr. Wiesheu holds a master’s degree [German Betriebswirt (FH)] in business 
administration from the college of Landshut in Germany and studied East Asian economics at the 
University of Duisburg in Germany from 1987 to 89. 
  



 
 

 

Profiles of German-Japanese Young Leaders 
Daniela BLASCHKE 

Daniela Blaschke works as a Public Affairs and Innovation Strategist for Volkswagen Group Japan, 
looking into the regulatory and socio-political context of innovation in South and East Asia. Prior to 
this assignment, Dr. Blaschke was an innovation fellow at the German federal administration, helping 
civil servants to modernize their working routines, nudging cultural change towards a more 
stakeholder-centered and digital administration. Her career started at Volkswagen Group’s 
headquarter in Germany, where Dr. Blaschke’s work focused on stakeholder communications and 
strategy for the public affairs and sustainability departments. During that time, she also started to lead 
international projects within the company’s transformation network and wrote her doctoral thesis on 
corporate social responsibility at the department of philosophy and humanities at Freie Universität 
Berlin. She studied media and communication science, political science and arts and media 
administration in Berlin and Oslo. 

Randolf CARR 

Randolf Carr is a Senior Policy Advisor at the Munich Security Conference (MSC) and was 
additionally Interim Head of Policy until September 2022. As of October 2022, he is on leave from the 
MSC for a fellowship with the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) in Japan. At the MSC, he 
has been principally responsible for its Global Order and Technology Programs. He studied Political 
Communication and International Relations in Glasgow, Dresden, and Saint Petersburg. During this 
time, he worked at the German Federal Foreign Office, the German Council on Foreign Relations 
(DGAP), and the American Institute for Contemporary German Studies (AICGS), among others. His 
recent published work for the MSC deals with the Asia-Pacific region as well as technology policy and 
innovation. 

Kiichi IKEDA 

Kiichi Ikeda is currently working for the New Energy and Industrial Technology Development 
Organization (NEDO), which is one of the largest national research and development agencies in 
Japan and aims to contribute to the resolution of social issues by developing and demonstrating 
high-risk innovative technologies having practical applications. 

From 2015 to 2018, he engaged in research and development projects in the field of hydrogen 
energy, promoting technology development, from production to transportation, storage, and the use 
of hydrogen, including fuel cells, hydrogen refueling stations, hydrogen power generation, largescale 
hydrogen supply chains, and power-to-gas technology. In the area of international cooperation, he was 
responsible for organizing international workshops such as the Hydrogen Energy Ministerial Meeting. 
Since 2019 he is responsible for increasing the working productivity of the entire organization as a 
member of the General Affairs Department. He has established a cross-organizational task force to 
plan and execute various tasks using digital technology such as cloud systems, AI and Deep learning. 

Saki SAKUMA 

Saki Sakuma is in charge of U.S. affairs as well as trade and investment policy at the International 
Affairs Bureau of the Japan Business Federation (Keidanren). She has engaged in relations with 
developed countries such as the U.S. and European countries and public policy advocacy regarding 
TPP, WTO, EPA/FTA, investment treaties throughout her professional career since joining Keidanren 
secretariat in 2017. 

She graduated from Hitotsubashi University (B.A. in Law and Economics/double degree) and 
Warwick University, United Kingdom (M.A. in International Relations). She was also an exchange 
student at Australian National University. She is now a member of the 15th German-Japanese Young 
Leaders Forum coordinated by the Japanese-German Center Berlin (JDZB). 
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